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Neighbors collaborate 

to get sidewalk fixed 

■Local group works to 

make Monument Corridor 

neighborhood safer for 

pedestrians 
 

By Bruce Gerstman 
STAFF WRITER 

 

 CONCORD -- A stretch of as-  

phalt wide enough for one pedes-  

trian hugs the edge of Detroit Av-  

enue. It's riddled with cracks,  

uneven in some places and  

slopes into traffic. 

 "Usually, I just see people 

come through the streets," said 

David Pitman, chairman of the 

Concord Park Neighborhood As- 

sociation, as he walked along  

sidewalk that has unpatched div- 

ots filled with puddles of water. 

 But this section of Detroit Av- 

enue may soon change. The as- 

sociation wrote a proposal for 

federal funds that the city ad- 

ministers and obtained a 

$135,000 grant to help build a 

new sidewalk along the east side 

of Detroit Avenue between WaI- 

ters Way and Monument Boule- 

vard, city officials said. And the 

city applied last month for a 

$45,000 state grant to make up 

the rest of the money necessary 

for the project, officials said, with 

the intention to start construc- 

tion in the summer. 

 Pitman and his group of about 

65 neighbors had decided that 

the path along Detroit Avenue 

threatened too many pedestrians 

Children walk to Meadow Homes 

Elementary School, people use 

wheelchairs, parents push babies 

in strollers. All have to navigate 
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around cars parked on the side 

of the road, forcing them to con- 

tend with vehicles whizzing a few 

feet away. 

 "It's hard for people to get 

over this," Pitman said, pointing 

out a chipped curb that is inac- 

cessible for wheelchairs and  

awkward for strollers.  

 In some sections, pedestrians 

walk at the same level as the  

street. 

 The portion of sidewalk will 

be the second phase of a project 

that began in 2001 and has so far 

 

connected Lynn Avenue with 

Walters Way. For that phase, city 

officials said the association re- 

ceived $57,000 and the city came 

up with about $200,000. 

 But this time, city officials said 

Concord did not have the extra 

money and had to raise it from 

grants. Teri House, Concord 

community services manager, 

helped coordinate the associa- 

tion's grant and said the city's 

engineering department served 

as the neighborhood association's 

fiscal agent. She added that the 

association initiated the idea. 

 "I don't know if (the city) 

would have done that if the 

neighborhood association hadn't 

 

come forward and said they re- 

ally wanted it," House said. 

 The association received in- 

put on the grant proposal from 

Independent Living Resource, an 

agency that serves people with 

disabilities. Roger Acuna, a 

spokesman for the organization, 

said he often found himself walk- 

ing with his guide dog in the 

middle of Detroit Avenue, against 

traffic. He said he was glad the 

city began improving the walk- 

way. 

    "It was all dirt," said Acuna, 

remembering the sidewalk in the 

first phase before it was built. 

"People in wheelchairs would get 

stuck in the mud." 

 


